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Dear Potential Potato Festival Sponsor: 
 
Elizabeth City Downtown, Inc. (ECDI) is excited to present the 2019 North Carolina Potato Festival honoring one 
of our area’s largest crops. The festival will be held May 17, 18, and 19 in downtown. This year’s theme is in 
honor of the 50th anniversary of our local Parks and Recreation Department.   

 
We hope  we can count on your support as a sponsor or a donor.  A NC Potato Festival sponsorship is an 
investment in downtown Elizabeth City.  It's our primary fundraising event that helps pay for efforts to 
beautify and revitalize downtown through projects, economic development efforts, façade grants for small 
businesses, and MANY community activities.  
  
A primary focus of ECDI is economic development downtown. We hope you have noticed the great progress 
happening over the last few years in downtown.  
  
With a North Carolina Potato Festival sponsorship, you get the super exposure to over 30,000 people during the 
3-day FREE event, as well as a ton of pre-exposure on mailings and pre-promotional materials (at certain 
sponsorship levels). The sooner you say "Yes" the more exposure opportunities you have.   
  
What else does your investment support? Nearly 50% of the ECDI budget is spent on activities in downtown for 
our community.  All of these activities are FREE for everyone to attend. 
 

First Friday Art Walk (monthly event) Holiday Celebration & Grand Illumination 
Mariners’ Wharf Film Festival (8 weeks) Promotion & Celebration of Small Business Saturday 
Music on the Green at Mariners’ Wharf Park (8 weeks) The North Carolina Potato Festival, of course! 
 
We fund grants, beautification and cleanup projects, holiday decorations, hanging planters and plants, benches, 
trash cans, and a portion of the Jump Start Business competition. We also provide guidance and assistance for 
new and existing business owners and connect businesses to additional resources. 
  
Support downtown by supporting the NC Potato Festival – your investment goes a long way to help improve our 
wonderful downtown!  There are numerous ways to sponsor the event as shown on the enclosed Sponsorship 
Form.  Feel free to call Debbie Malenfant, our Executive Director, at 252-338-4104 or email 
elizabethcitydowntown@embarqmail.com or ncpotatofestival@gmail.com.   

 
Thank you for helping us make this downtown festival in the “Harbor of Hospitality” a successful and exciting 
one for the whole community! If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to let us know.  

 
Thank you, 

      

Tim Williams      Deborah Malenfant 
NC Potato Festival Chairman    ECDI Executive Director 
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